Charles always seemed old and serious, even as a young man. But now 


he chose a young, beautiful woman — this was really romantic! 


him. They first became friends when Andrew played a joke on 
her with some chocolate cake at one of Princess Diana's parties. 
[Diana and ‘Fergie’ were already friends. In some ways they were 
imilar. Both their mothers left home when the girls were young, 
They both grew up to be modern working girls. But in other ways, 
they were very different. Charles was Diana's first lover, but Fergie 
lived with an older man for three years before she got married. She 
liked fun, and enjoyed ‘play fights’ with Andrew. She was ready to 
continue with a free, open’ kind of life after marriage. but Prana 
vas serious about love, and wanted to be close to Charles. She cried 
vhen he was unkind to her, and she had a secret eating illness. 
Ihe pubhe were glad that these two cirls had their OWN kind 
of magic. They were like fresh air coming into Buckingham 
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Palace! And soon there were children Diana had two sol 
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yMportant 1n modern Britain. Millions of British people hay, 
parents of erandparents who came from other parts of the world 
Charles and his father, Prince Philip, are both very interesteg m 
wildlife. Philip often helps the World Wide Fund for Nature: this 
charity tries to protect the natural world. In 1987, he spoke in 
special radio programme from the church at Windsor Castle. Philip 
-alked about science, and the teachings of the Christian religion 
We can choose ‘to do good’, he said, and protect our world, We 
syst look after the world for our children and grandchildren. 
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(992 was a very bad year for the royal family. The Queen called it 
ber ‘annus horribilis’ — Latin for a ‘terrible year’. The only good 
sews came when Princess Anne married again in December. She 
and her husband, Timothy Laurence, had a quiet wedding, and 
rhey now try to keep their private lives out of the newspapers. 
During 1992 the marriages of Charles and Diana and of Andrew 
and ‘Fergie’ both ended. What was happening to the Queen’ 
quiet, hard-working life? 

The end of the year was even worse for her, because m 
November a great fire started at Windsor Castle, her favourite 
home. Many rooms were destroyed. The Queen helped to put 
out the fire. Four days later, when she made her famous ‘annus 
norribilis’ speech, her voice was still rough from the smoke. Most 
people try to do their jobs as well as they can, she said. The results 


are not always perfect. But we can all still try to be kind. 
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